Sole-Proprietorship in New York:

A Growing and Increasingly Significant          Part of New York State’s Economy

	  Year                     Sole-Proprietorships        % Increase from previous year

	2002
	
	1,302,672
	
	3.40%
	
	

	2001
	
	1,258,822
	
	4.60%
	
	

	2000
	
	1,202,943
	
	2.90%
	
	

	1999
	
	1,168,595
	
	2.70%
	
	

	1998
	
	1,137,871
	
	3.20%
	
	

	1997
	
	1,101,776
	
	
	
	



Sole-proprietorship in New York constitutes over 72 percent of all businesses.  The total number of sole-proprietorships has increased an average of 3.36 percent each year since 1997; that’s about 45,000 new businesses opened per year.  Growth in sole-proprietorships has remained steady, and actually increased, during the 2001-2002 recession.  In 2002 alone, New York sole proprietorships reported 58.7 billion dollars in receipts.  This portion of the workforce is much too large and important to the New York State economy to be ignored. 

http://www.census.gov/epcd/nonemployer/2002/us/US000.HTM
